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The Institute of Excellence in Higher Education, Tohoku University (formerly known as the Center
for the Advancement of Higher Education) was appointed as a Joint Educational Development
Center by the Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture, Science and Technology in 2010. We have
been making efforts on University educational development through International cooperation and
the cultivation of excellence in University teaching and learning for the knowledge-based society.
As a part of our efforts, we have been publishing a series of useful PD (Professional Development)
booklets for all faculty and staff members, including graduate students who are willing to become
faculty members in the future.

Needless to say, we need plenty of time and experience to be able to fulfill our daily work roles.
Especially, when it comes to faculty members in University, it is necessary to have a high degree
of professionalism in every aspect. However, graduate schools are focusing on the training of
research skills. Graduate students have little opportunity of developing their skills for teaching
and supervising. In classrooms, although individual faculty members are trying to implement
their teaching with originality and ingenuity, there is neither the chance to learn and share such
methodologies and knowledge nor the opportunity to discuss teaching and learning. The same holds
true for English language education which has been a focus of attention recently.

In this context, PD booklet Vol.7 features a teaching method for English language education,
which has been developed and enhanced over many years by faculty members in our Institute of
Excellence in Higher Education. This method has been created through a trial and error process
with the sustained efforts of faculty members. To be able to share every aspect of the teaching
method, such as actual practice, the process of development, materials and feedback from learners
is greatly significant in the context of considering the way of Active Learning and Learner-centered
approaches in University teaching and learning.

We believe that this booklet will be useful for graduate students as well as early career faculty
members and staff, supporting them in their successful careers. We are more than happy to have

your comments and suggestions for further development.

Kimio Hanawa

Director, Institute of Excellence in Higher Education

Tohoku University
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